
 Wow! It is May already.  Time to begin to think about closing the library for another year.  As you begin your 
end-of-year activities, I would like for you to add one more thing to your list.  If you have used the Linking Libraries and 
Academic Achievement (LLAA) materials, please send me a short overview of your experience.  Just like you are held 
accountable for the work that you do and you want to see results of the activities and lessons your plan with students 
and teachers, I want to know if the materials that are provided to 
you from the Department of Education are meeting your needs.  
Are you seeing any difference in your library program as a result of 
using the lessons?  Have you shared LLAA with others?  Have you 
used the Tracker and who have you shared the data with?  What 
changes could be made to make the materials more user-friendly? 

 As you proceed with your end of year activities, don’t for-
get to take time to reflect on your successes of the past year.  Share 
your thoughts with your administrators.  Let them know more 
than just how many books/materials you circulated, how many 
children used the library.  While both of those are important, it is 
equally important that you share the connections you have made 

(Continued on page 4) 

 The Oakton High School Library and Readers' Club hosted a school-wide Read-A-Thon on Monday, April 3rd.  It was 
a huge success, with almost 400 students participating.  Students came to the library and lecture hall to read for up to 4 hours 
after school, and together they read for 1102 hours.  They asked people to sponsor them for the amount of time spent reading, 
and they have raised over $6,000.  Money collected will benefit the Salmen High School Library in Slidell, Louisiana, the only 
high school completely destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.  This event was successful because of the students who participated, 
the many teachers who encouraged student participation and volunteered their time to attend the Read-A-Thon. 
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 In an effort to ensure that 
Virginia teachers are aware of the 
online history and social science re-
sources available from the Depart-
ment of Education, I am including a 
list of resources for teachers and 
leadership. 
 
History and Social Science Standards 
of Learning Curriculum Framework 
(2001) 
The History and Social Science Cur-
riculum Framework defines the con-
tent knowledge, skills, and under-
standings that are measured by the 
Standards of Learning tests. 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/In
struction/History/hist_ss_framework.
html  
 
History and Social Science Standards 
of Learning Enhanced Sample Scope 
and Sequence Guides (2004) 
The Enhanced Scope and Sequence 
provides teachers with sample lesson 
plans and instructional resources 
that are aligned with the essential 
knowledge and skills in the Curricu-
lum Framework. 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/E
nhancedSandS/history-ss.shtml  
 
Standards of Learning Test Blue-
prints 
The Standards of Learning test blue-
prints serve as a guide to teachers, 
parents, and students in that they 
show Standards of Learning covered 
by a test, reporting categories of test 
items, number of test items, and gen-
eral information about how the test 
questions are constructed. 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/A
ssessment/soltests/home.html  
 
Teaching and Learning Virginia K-3 
History and Social Science Standards 
of Learning  
This Web site resource is provided for 
teachers and students. It includes 
lesson plans, school connections, lit-

erature links, reading strategies, and 
online resources for kindergarten 
through grade three. 
http://k3hss.pwnet.org/  
Note: Review materials are available 
for each grade at  
http://k3hss.pwnet.org/kgrade/k_all.h
tm  
http://k3hss.pwnet.org/1grade/1_all.h
tm  
http://k3hss.pwnet.org/2grade/2_all.h
tm  
http://k3hss.pwnet.org/3grade/3_all.h
tm  
 
Mali: Ancient Crossroads of Africa 
This resource for elementary and 
middles school teachers and students 
includes background knowledge, les-
son plans, literature links, and online 
resources on the West African Em-
pire of Mali. 
http://mali.pwnet.org/  
Lesson plans are available at 
http://mali.pwnet.org/lessonplan/less
onplan_elementary.htm  
 
Virginia Studies: Ready Resources 
for the Classroom 
This is a Web site resource for teach-
ers and students with lesson plans, 
school connections, literature links, 
reading strategies, maps, and online 
resources for Virginia Studies. 
http://vastudies.pwnet.org/  
Note: Review materials are available 
at 
http://vastudies.pwnet.org/all/index.h
tm  
 
Virginia Studies Review Materials 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/vcsssce/playitag
ain.html  
 
Virginia Indian History and Social 
Science Web Site: An Online Re-
source for the Classroom 
Virginia’s First People Past and Pre-
sent is designed for elementary, mid-
dle, and high school teachers as a 
guide in the instructional planning 

process for teaching the history, ge-
ography, and economic systems of the 
Virginia Indians. Links to the eight 
state-recognized tribes of Virginia 
are included in this resource. 
http://virginiaindians.pwnet.org/  
Lesson plans are available at 
http://virginiaindians.pwnet.org/lesso
n_plans/elementary.php  
 
United States History Connecting 
the Past to the Present Web Site 
Ready resources for the classroom 
include lesson plans, video clips, pic-
tures, primary documents, Internet 
links, graphics, and maps. This Web 
site will enhance teachers’ content 
knowledge and support the develop-
ment of instructional strategies for 
teaching United States history. 
http://ushistory.pwnet.org/  
Review materials are available at  
Camping Out with the SOL United 
States History to 1877 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/vcsssce/camp.ht
ml  
 
Deer Park’s United States History to 
1877 Review Page 
http://socialstudies.cayennepaper.co
m/6thgrade.htm  
Additional Instructional Resources 
for United States History to 1877 are 
available at  
http://ushistory.pwnet.org/links/index
.php  
 
Technology Resources from the Vir-
ginia Department of Education: 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/vcsssce/techreso
urces.html  
Camping Out with the SOLs, U.S. 1 
Review  
Play it Again, Sam: Virginia Studies 
Review  
Staff Development Resources and 
sample Power Points are available at 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/vcsssce/techreso
urces.html  
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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"chop" up a steak to get it into bite-
sized bits so we can eat it. 
 
bike, pencil 
The connection: They are both trans-
porters. A pencil transports your 
thoughts to paper, and a car transports 
people to their destination. 
lake, school  
feathers, make-up  
photosynthesis, farm  
drawer, CD  
car, ring  
file, floor  
control, war  
cord, knob  
leaf, bed  
bank, fork  
You may continue the list with any two 
randomly generated nouns. 
 
Investigating Thinking Skills 
Individually interview three adults 
with different careers to see which type 
of intelligence is used most often for 
each of their jobs. Use the questions 
below and add any more that you feel 
might be important to ask.  
 
Then, as a class, make a chart of the 
occupations that fall the most under 
each thinking skill (the answers to #5 
below, for each occupation). List all of 
the occupations down the left side of 
the chart and write and Analytical, 
Practical and Creative in columns 
across the top of the chart. Then cate-
gorize the responses from each occupa-
tion under the correct column headings. 
Describe the type of work that you do.  
During a typical day, what kinds of 
things do you do that require you to 
analyze information?  
What activities do you do that require 
you to be creative?  
What kinds of things do you do that 
require you to be practical?  
Would a person need to be more ana-
lytical, creative or practical in order to 
do your job? Please explain why.  
 
http://www.cdl.org/resource-
library/articles/
childrens_questions.php?
type=author&id=32 

IN A WAY THAT PROMOTES 
HIGHER ORDER THINKING 
 
Article is reprinted from the Center for 
Development and Learning 
by Alice Thomas M.Ed. 
 
 Parents and teachers can do a 
lot to encourage higher order thinking, 
even when they are answering chil-
dren's questions. According to Dr. 
Robert Sternberg, a professor of psy-
chology and education at Yale Univer-
sity, answers to children's questions 
can be categorized into seven levels, 
from low to high, in terms of encourag-
ing higher levels of thinking. While we 
wouldn't want to answer every question 
on level seven, we wouldn't want to 
answer every question on levels one 
and two, either. Here are the different 
levels and examples of each. 
Reject the question. 
Examples: "Don't ask me any more 
questions." 
"Because I said so."  
 
Restate or almost restate the ques-
tion as a response. 
Examples: "Why do I have to go eat my 
vegetables?" "Because you have to eat 
your vegetables." 
"Why is that man acting so crazy?" 
"Because he's insane." 
"Why is it so cold?" "Because it's 15o 
outside."  
 
Admit ignorance or present infor-
mation. 
Examples: "I don't know, but that's a 
good question." 
Or, give a factual answer to the ques-
tion.  
 
Voice encouragement to seek re-
sponse through authority. 
Examples: "Let's look that up on the 
internet." 
"Let's look that up in the encyclopedia." 
"Who do we know that might know the 
answer to that?"  
 
Encourage brainstorming, or con-
sideration of alternative explana-
tions. 
Examples: "Why are all the people in 
Holland so tall?" Let's brainstorm some 

possible answers." Maybe its genetics, 
or maybe its diet, or maybe 
everybody in Holland wears elevator 
shoes, or ... etc. When brainstorming, it 
is important to remember all ideas are 
put out on the table. Which ones are 
"keepers" and which ones are tossed in 
the trash can is decided later.  
 
Encourage consideration of alter-
native explanations and a means of 
evaluating them. 
Examples: "Now how are we going to 
evaluate the possible answer of genet-
ics? Where would we find that informa-
tion? Information on diet? The number 
of elevator shoes sold in Holland?" etc. 
  
Encourage consideration of alter-
native explanations plus a means 
of evaluating them, and follow-
through on evaluations. 
Examples: "Okay, let's go find the infor-
mation for a few days - we'll search 
through the encyclopedia and the inter-
net, make telephone calls, conduct in-
terviews, and other things. Then we 
will get back together next week and 
evaluate our findings."  
This method can be equally effective 
with schoolwork and with everyday 
matters that are not "schoolwork" such 
as how late an adolescent can stay out 
on Saturday night or who is getting to 
go to a concert. For example, polling 
several families that are randomly or 
mutually chosen may produce more 
objective results than either parent or 
child "skewing" the results by picking 
persons whose answers will support 
their way of thinking. 
 
 
HOT Activities (Higher Order 
Thinking) 
 
Making Connections 
Individually or in groups, find a way to 
connect the pairs of nouns in the list 
below. Brainstorm with others. Be crea-
tive. Look for "hidden" or not-so-
obvious ways or concepts to connect 
them. 
Examples: 
chair, steak 
The connection: "Chop-chop" We "chop" 
up a tree to make a chair, and we 

How To Answer Children’s Questions….. 
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PowerPoint Presentation Topics include the following: 
• Teach In 2005: Standards of Learning and Instructional Resources in Virginia 
• Teacher Academy in United States History  
• Focus on Civics Instructions for K-3  
• The Role of Technology in Differentiating Instruction in Elementary Social Studies 
• Instructional Support for United States History to 1877  
• Teaching Reading in Social Studies 
• Resources and Technical Assistance for Schools in Academic Warning 
• Summarizing and Note Taking for Elementary History 
• Walk Smart, Virginia! (Fourth Grade Teachers - Virginia Studies) 
• Format of the Virginia Indian Web Site  
• Instructional Resources Virginia Indians Past and Present  
 
I hope you will share these resources with the teachers in your division and thank your for your leadership. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if I can be of any further assistance. 
 
Betsy S. Barton 
History and Social Science Specialist 
Virginia Department of Education 
P.O. Box 2120 
Richmond, VA 23218 
Betsy.Barton@doe.virginia.gov  

(Continued from page 2) 

to the curriculum and to the overall school instructional program.  Suggest changes for next year.  Outline how your 
goals for next year.  Volunteer to serve on a new committee.  Most of all share how you have touched the lives of your 
student, faculty and parents.   

 I hope that many of you are planning on attending the summer workshops on Building A Critical Thinker.  
The workshops are planned for: 

     Until then, Smooth Sailing! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Charlie’s Chatter  
 

We can not control the wind but we can adjust the sails. 

Name:   
School:  
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 Interested in : 

Three days of networking… 

Three days of thought provoking ses-

sions…. 

Three days of planning activities for 

next year….  

If so, this workshop is for YOU!  

Attendance is limited so don’t delay, 

send your registration in  

No registration fees and lunch 
will be provided!  Bring your 
SOL manual and the Linking Li-
braries lesson templates for your 
grade level.   

 

V i r g i n i a  De pa r t m e n t  o f  E d uc a t i o n  
O f f i c e  o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  Te c h no l o g y 

Sessions include: 
• The Teacher and the Librarian as 

Architects of Learning 
• Grade-level group work sessions on 

critical thinking skills and the SOL 
• How to create a critical thinker-

asking the right questions 
• Grade–level group work sessions on 

transforming reports into authentic 
student-based research 

• Lots of Opportunities to REVIEW, 
REFLECT, REACT  

Time: 8:30-3:30 

 

Building 
Critical 

Thinkers 

Name:   
School:  
Grade Level: 
Division: 
Email: 
Conference Site: 
Send registration to: 
Charlie.Makela@doe.virginia.gov 

Virginia Department of Education, Office of  Educational Technology 

Three Chances to attend and three areas of the state to visit.  
June 19-21 

Bayview Elementary School, Norfolk  
July 18-20 

Abingdon High School, Abingdon 
August 8-10 

Millbrook High School, Winchester VA 

mailto:Makela@doe.virginia.gov

